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The Inside Story of the—

CISITALIA-PORCHE G.P. CAR

by Corrado Millanta

Near the end af November 1950, Cil=i-
talia’s owner, Mr. Dusio, actually living in
Ruenos Aires, removed the attachment which
immobilized the Cisitalia-Porsche Grand
Prix. Formula 1 Car, built during 194748
in Turin (lialy). It wos shipped, with
parts for o 2nd car, to Argentina, where
it will be [-I'Jfl"lll'll. to mn under Argen-
tine colom

The cockpit of the Cisitalia &. P, car is neat
and funchional. Lever under wheel is to en-
gage front-wheel drive, Mote fubular frame.

Because of this matter, there has been
a revival of interest in it: therefore, we
wish to say now what is the true situation
of this car and how it wenl thruo =0 many
troubles.

First of all, the Cisitalin Grand Prix cur
has never run one single yvard and its ene

gine has never been tested, not even on
the testing bench,* and we declare thm
what we are saying now has never leen

published before. We know perfectly the
incredible story of this car, becaunse we
were present when the  Cisitalia-Porsche
deal was made in the winter of 194647,
and because we Tollowed step by step the

building of the car.

After several weeks of dealing in tech
nicalities, the Porsche-Cisitalin  agreement
was as follows: By a conteact dated Febru
ary 2, 1947, Mr. Dusio (Cisitalia) pur
chased from Porsche for the amount of
on0on0  Anstrian shillings, 10 million lires
and £)1,000 the patent of: “Grund Prix
Formula 1 Car, V-12 1500 ¢ sport car, 11
hp diesel tractor, 2712 hp  hydraolic tur

Rear wiow of the &.P. car thows ventilating
louvers, and rear brake cooling arrangement.
Holes are for starfing motor and eshaust,
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hine," Besides these amounts the Porsche
Company would hove had rovalties for
eich model buil.  Till today the only
model built is the Grand Prix car.

The Porsche Company had for herself
only 500,000 Austrian  shillings, as the
first contract said, A side contract allowel
the rest of the money ss & commission
to Ferdinand Porsche, Jr., and Luisa Piech
{ Porsche’s child), who had never been in
Turin, not even during the contract con-
clusion, Te be exact, we shall say that the
3rd article of the 2nd contract established
that the other 400,000 shillings should be
puid in Austria, bur the £11,000 and 10
million Italian lires paid in Italy.

Contrarily to what everyone belicves, i
is not true that Porsche drawe all the
sketches. In fact, in the Porsche drawing
office are very pood desipners (whose names
never appear) and every one of them works
at his specinlized group (engine, transmis-
sion, chassis, suspensions, body, ete.). For
instanee, one of them i the Ing. Rabe,
who is the only one me of Porsche family
having a lew shares in the company. We
can aiso gay that Prof. Porsche dide’t take
any part at all in the Cisitalin Grand Prix
car design, because in 197 he was de
tained by French authorities,

Dusio made in 197 what you may call
a great deal, His company, in fact, start
ed to build sport and roce cars, with the
collaboration of world famouws technical of-
fice. It was the best desired thing at that
time, This set-up scared even the big Ital-
ian aotomobile companies, because one of
thom, Fiat, to be precize, succeeded in in
troducing one of her engineers into  the
[hssio deal.

But aflter the deal was signed, Cisitalia
made o childich and unpardonable mistake.
The company alveady had a nice organiza-
tion of very good Italian technicinns, such
as the well known Ing. Tarufi ond Ing.
Savonuzzi, formerly with Fiat, and some
other intelligent designers and collabora-
tors. Yet, after the conclusion of the deal.
the general direction of Cisitalia was given
tu two people, who, other than their rela-
tionship with the Porsche Company, never
had anything to do with the hasie opera-
tion of the famous project office.

Not only that, but when Cisitalia hired,
11. our suggestion, the very famous Prof.

on Eberan, to let him build the Grand
Pri:r. car, just like he did formerly with
Auto-Union Company, they put him unider
the directions of the new officials. It is
understandable that & world-lamous tech
nician such as Prof. Yon Eberan did not
expect such o situation, =0 after few weeks,
be left Turin for England, where he is now,

By then, the Cisitalin Company, being
such a very difficult emterprise and at the
same time very expensive (the Grand Prix

car has probably cost $950,000) was going
into bankruptey, which prompted Dusio o
try for hnancial assistance in Argentina

We'll see what will happen to this car
which never ran and has never been tested,
but made everyone talking of it=elf. Many
competent Itnlian and German technicians
doulit the adequacy of the new setup in
Argentina. This kind of enterprise ngeds,
besides n lorge financial backing, to be
cloger to specinlized accessory  industries
(spark-plugs, magnetos, .pistons, compo-
pents, tires, ete.). So if this undertaking
in very expensive in Europe, where it is
easier to call a technician for any engine
matter, in Argenting, it will be worse be
canse there is not even one of these in
dustries. For instance, the crankshaft of
Cigitalin Grand Prix car s of the “Hirth™
tvpe and its parts are connected by a spe-
cial gear, built by Hirth Co. of Stuttgard.
As we already sid, the enging has never
been tested, if it will need some modif-
cation to the crankshaft, the setup would
not be ready for many months. And this
is just one of many examples.

Between the two projects, the original
proposal and the actual prototype, there
are many differences. Janunry 20, 197,
when Dusio and I wemt to Kitzhuohel, Aus.
trin, to meet Porsche technicians, the ecar
design, showed to uws, had a [rame made
with two parallel twbes, similar 1w the one
used by Auto-Union G.P, car before the
war. The engine was a V12 mt 90* with
n two-stage supercharger located in fromt
of the engine crankecase. The present wver

The remarkable 12 cylinder Cisitalia angine.
Mote the intricate gearbox-differential casi-
ings and the magnetos driven off camshafis.

gion has, instead, a trellis {rame (truss)
made of welded tubes; probably they con
sidered the very good results obtained at
that time with the 1100 cc single scat model,
which had sach a frame. Besides, the ¥
twpe engine was abandoned in faver of a
horizontal opposed type, and the super
charger is now on top of crankcase; not
only that, the Roots type has been sub
stituted by the Centric tyne. These all-
around chanpges indicate that, besides some
doubts, what the Poreche technicians said
ghout the Grand Prix design being ready
since the winter of 194647 was nol entire:
Iy the case.

While on the snbject, there is another
interesting detail. During our visit 10 Porsehe
technicians at Kitzhuhel, we were shown a
design for a 1500 ce Grand Prix rear en-
gine car, which was supposed 1o be, as
they declared, the one that the Porsche
technical ofice prepared for Mermodes-Bong
Co. in 193940, This seemed wary strange,
because at that time Mercedes had the two
famous 1500 ce ears {(now under attach-
ment in Switzerland) which proved them
selves 1o be the hest of their category at
the Tripoli ecirewit. It could be possible
that the design was offered to the Mer
cedes Co,, but rejected before they built
their own twa 1500 co¢ cars.

During the conversation with the tech
nicinns, Dusio was asked if he would pre
fer the 4500 e unblown ecar instend of
1500 ec blown, becanse they said, the un
blown one would weigh just 400 poonds

(Continued on page 30)
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